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• What people want from cities?

• What is currently happening?

• A Vision 



World’s Most Livable Cities – 2017 Mercer Survey



WORLD’S MOST LIVABLE CITIES – 2017 Mercer Survey

Source: https://www.mercer.com/newsroom/2017-quality-of-living-
survey.html?_ga=2.24038525.678817532.1496347729-1835580979.1496347665

https://www.mercer.com/newsroom/2017-quality-of-living-survey.html?_ga=2.24038525.678817532.1496347729-1835580979.1496347665
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Source: Beijing, 2009 – China Post  



WHAT’S DIFFERENT NOW? UNPRECEDENTED SCALE

Source: World Urbanization Prospects report, United Nations Economics and Social Affairs, U.N. Annex. Table 1.
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8 CITIES: WHO DIES?

Source: WRI Research, Data collected by WRI
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URBAN FORM AND FATALITIES 



SPEED AND FATALITIES



- Marilu Beltran, Bogota

- 2 kids

- Travels 4 hours a day
- Walks + Transit 

Gender



MOTORCYCLES

Source: FIA foundation, Rights of Way Report; WRI Research

Photo: www.alamy.com

In India, 

33.9%
of traffic victims are motorcyclists

44%
in Colombia

Motorcycle deaths in Latin America 

increased

227% 
in 12 years



• Average PM2.5 levels in 2015 in Delhi was over 200 μg/m3

• Safe levels for PM2.5, according to the WHO's air quality guidelines, are 10 μg/m3
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AIR QUALITY



Today’s children may be the first generation to have a shorter life 

expectancy than their parents due to physical inactivity 



Source: FIA Foundation
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FINANCE
Of the 2050 

infrastructure is yet 

to be built

75%

CLIMATE

2%
of the land

but

70%
of the CO2

emissions

AN UNSUSTAINABLE URBANIZATION PATH

Source: Land use  and emissions, UN-HABITAT. Infrastructure needs, Resilient Cities. Air 
pollution and traffic fatalities, WHO.

PEOPLE

1.2 Million 
Traffic Fatalities

3.7 Million 
Air Pollution

premature deaths

3.2 Million
Physical Inactivity

premature deaths









LOWER SPEEDS + BETTER ACCESSIBILITY



DATA + NEW TECHNOLOGY 



EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES 



Road Safety

Enabler of Livable Cities



Thank you!
Claudia Adriazola-Steil, Director of Health and Road Safety 
cadriazola@wri.org


