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Sweden

• Speeding – percentage within speed limit

– goal 80 %, status ca 40 %

• Attitudes – authorities have a high 

reputation

• Police density – low

• Driver responsibility



The agreement 2004 -

• Agreement between the Swedish Road 

Administration and the National Police Board

• Decision to purchase, develop and establish 

an automatic safety camera system. 

• Emphasis on communication about the 

purpose

• 2006 start of system



Traffic safety cameras - saving lives

25 lives every year



The traffic safety camera system 

Is effective:

• Reduces the number of fatalities with

about 20–30 % 

• Reduces the number of severe injured

with about 20 %

• Reduces noise and CO2 emissions

• Has a high acceptance



Percentage of speeding, at cameras
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High acceptance

”Automatic speeding control with traffic safety cameras

is a good way to survey speeding” 

More than 70 % agrees
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Strategy and principles

• Most road users want to drive legally

• Everyone can make mistakes

• Trademarked cabinets

• No hidden cameras

• Road signs before each camera

• Determined number of photos taken per year

• Always information before new cameras are

established on a road



• Agreement about co-operation

• Meetings regularly

• Active participation in common fora

• Joint development

• Joint goal

National Police Commissioner and 
Director General for the Transport 

Administration

Co-operation in all levels



The Traffic safety camera system – a national system

• Investigation unit

• System control center

• Communication link

• Roadside cameras with 

cameras in all cabinets



This is a life saver!



• Openess

• One source of information

• Information to road users and community

• Continuous information to employees of the 

police and the Swedish Transport 

Administration for increased knowledge

• Spokespersons

Strategy for communication



Public awareness campaigns

• Reach out wide - to all road users

• Local, regional and national information

• One source of information

• Build on the knowledge of people's values, attitudes 

and acceptance

• Characterized by simplicity for receiver

• Different information channels



Information to the drivers

• Speed signs before each camera site

• No hidden cameras

• Website

– All sites presented with coordinates

– FAQ



Trademarked cabinets – owned by the Transport 

Administration



Attitudes today

• Many requests for 

cameras

• Making own cameras

• Taking care of cameras



Shared responsibilities (clear interfaces)

The Transport Administration The Police



• Central unit for investigation 

• Investigate and prosecute speeding 

• Monitor and control the activation of the 

camera

• Information to media and the community

• Set number of photos per year

Responsibility – the Police



Investigation

• Driver responsability

• High requirements of photo

(investigative)

• On-line access to databases for 

comparison of photos with

pass port and/or driving license

• Letter to the driver or the owner of

the vehicle within ten days



Responsibility – the Transport 

administration

• Location, establishment and maintenance

• Accurate information about speed limits and road 

signs

• Information to media and community



Locations

Roads with

• Speed limit 70, 80, 90 km/h

• Without median barrier

• High average speed

• Traffic flow (AADT) > 4000



Swedish Transport Agency

• On-line access of

– Vehicle data

– Driving license photos

– Legal speed limit for each camera site

Swedish Prosecution Authority 

• cases where the driver denies speeding 

violation

• Consultation on requirements

Co-operation with more authorities



Summary



Success factors

• Legal security

• Authority cooperation

• Openness/Acceptance


