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Northern Sparsely
Populated Areas (NSPA)

• 14 Arctic regions across Finland, Sweden and Norway

• Roots in EU Accesstion Treaties in 1994

• Share unique structural characteristics 

• Cooperation to raise awareness of the region in the EU 

institutions, to influense EU policy and provide a platform

for best practice

• Eligibility for additional regional allocations under EU 

Cohesion Policy

• Flexibility and targeted measures within EU Structural 

Funds



Why does the EU have an Arctic policy?

The EU is an Arctic actor

• Arctic EU Member States: Finland, Sweden, 

Denmark/Greenland

• Close cooperation with Norway and Iceland

• EU policies shape Arctic development

Three reasons for EU engagement

🌍 Climate and environment

The Arctic is critical for the global climate system

🌐 Economic and strategic importance

Energy, resources, transport, research and innovation

🏘 People and communities

The European Arctic is a living region, not an empty space

EU Arctic policy since 2008



Current EU Arctic Policy (2021)

- A safe, sustainable, peaceful and 

prosperous Arctic 

🌱 Protecting the Arctic environment and climate

🤝 Promoting sustainable development

🌍 Strengthening international cooperation





Why is the 
policy being 

revised now?

Three main developments since 2021

1. Climate change accelerating

• Arctic warming 4× faster than global average

• Melting ice, thawing permafrost, pressure on ecosystems

2. Changing geopolitical context

• Security landscape changed after Russia’s war in Ukraine

• Growing focus on resilience and preparedness in the North

3. Increasing strategic importance

• Green transition

• Renewable energy

• Critical raw materials

• Emerging green industries



Why this matter 
for Northern 

regions



Our contribution to the revision of 
the EU Arctic Policy



What the NSPA ask 
from the updated 

EU Arctic Policy

Three pillars for the future

• Security

• Sustainability

• Prosperity

Key priorities

• Strong regional development policy

• Investment in Arctic connectivity

• Support for innovation ecosystems

• Meaningful regional and Indigenous 
participation



Thank you! 


